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Namo Fundamental Teacher Shakyamuni Buddfames)

Sutra Opening Verse

The Dharma, infinitely profound and subtle,

Is rarely encountered even in a million kalpas.

Now we are able to hear, study, and follow it,
May we fully realize the Tathagata’s true meaning.
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The Diamond of Perfect Wisdom Sutra

Chinese translation by Tripitaka Master Kumarajiva

1. Convocation of the Assembly

Thus | have heard. Once, the Buddha was stayinthen
Anathapindada’s Park at Jeta Grove in Shravastih \ai
community of 1,250 bhiksus. When it was mealtintes t
World Honored One put on his robe, took his almsipand
went into the great city of Shravasti, going froause to house
to beg for food. This done, he returned to his ialgiglace,
finished the meal, put away his robe and bowl, wedshis
feet, arranged his seat, and sat down
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2. Subhuti Requests the Teaching

Then, the elder Subhuti in the assembly arose fi@Tseat,
bared his right shoulder, knelt on his right kneghwhis
palms joined, and respectfully addressed the Budthawv
remarkable, World Honored One, that the Tathagatver-
mindful of bodhisattvas, protecting and instructthgm well!
World Honored One, when good men and good women
resolve to attain unsurpassed complete enlighteh@enara-
samyak-sambodhi)how should they abide their mind, and how
should they subdue their thoughts?”



The Buddha said, “Excellent! Excellent! Subhutijsitas you
have said. The Tathagata is ever-mindful of bottiieEs
protecting and instructing them well. Now listeteatively,
and | shall explain it for you: Good men and goooinmven
who resolve to attain unsurpassed complete enhghtat
should thus abide and subdue their thoughts.” Téeevable
Subhuti said: “Yes, World Honored One. We are listg
with great anticipation.”
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3. The Bodhisattva Vow

The Buddha said to Subhuti: “The bodhisattvas and
mahasattvas should thus subdue their thoughts: thél
different types of sentient beings, whether theykarn from
eggs, from wombs, from moisture, or by transforovati
whether or not they have form; whether they hawugits
or no thoughts, or have neither thought nor nomughd, |
will liberate them by leading them to nirvana witihoesidue.
When immeasurable, countless, infinite numberseotisnt
beings have been liberated, in reality, no senbeirigs have
been liberated. Why is this so? Subhuti, if bodivsa abide
in the notions of a self, a person, a sentientdyemn a life
span, they are not bodhisattvas.”
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4. Unattached Practice of Charity

“Furthermore, Subhuti, in the practice of
bodhisattvas should abide in nothing whatsoeveat ) to
practice charity without attachment to form, sousthell,
taste, touch, or dharmas. Subhuti,
practice charity this way, without attachment tosthimg.
Why? If bodhisattvas practice charity without alti@ment,
their merits are immeasurable. Subhuti, what do tyonk?
Is the space in the eastern direction measurablN®;

charity,

bodhisattvasuldho

World Honored One, it is immeasurable.” “Subhuwgiany of
the space above or below, in the four cardinalctivas, or
in the four intermediate directions measurable?heyl are
immeasurable, World Honored One.”

“Subhuti, the merits attained by bodhisattvas winactice
charity without attachment are also immeasurakke dpace.

Subhuti, bodhisattvas should abide in this teaching
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5. Physical Attributes of Buddhahood

“Subhuti, what do you think? Can one recognize the
Tathagata by means of his physical appearance?”, “No
World Honored One. One cannot recognize the Tathdma

his physical appearance. Why not? The Tathagathésa
that physical appearances are actually not physical
appearances.” The Buddha said to Subhuti: “All appeces
are illusory. To see that appearances are not eqpess is

to see the Tathagata.”
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6. The Merit of True Faith

Subhuti addressed the Buddha, “World Honored Onk, w
there be any sentient beings who give rise to faitk upon
hearing this teaching?” The Buddha said to SubhDb, not
even say such a thing. After my passing, in the¢ fag
hundred years [of the Dharma ending age], theré¢ lval
those who observe the precepts and cultivate meht
have faith that these are words of truth. You sthdaiow
that these people have not merely cultivated tresrof
virtue with one buddha, two buddhas, three, fourfize
buddhas; they have cultivated all kinds of virtuoosts with
hundreds of thousands, even countless numbersduafhias.
Upon hearing these passages, Subhuti, some willanin



instant, give rise to pure faith. The Tathagatdyflhows

and fully sees these beings as they attain suchtless

merits. Why? It is because these sentient beiregfrae from

the notions of a self, a person, a sentient b&ing,life span.
They are also free from the notions of dharmas am-n
dharmas.

“Why? If the minds of these sentient beings chetlsése
notions, then they will cling to a self, a persansentient
being, and a life span. If they cherish the nobbrlharmas,
they will cling to a self, a person, a sentientigeiand a life
span. Why? If they cherish the notion of non-dhantaey
will cling to a self, a person, a sentient beingg a life span.
Therefore one should not cherish dharmas or nomtis
For this reason, the Tathagata often teaches: B&iksow
that my Dharma is like a raft. If even the corregdchings

(Dharma) should be abandoned, how much more so the

incorrect teachings (non-Dharma)?”
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7. No Attainment, No Teaching

“Subhuti, what do you think? Has the Tathagataired
unsurpassed complete enlightenment? And does Haiexp
the Dharma?” Subhuti said: “As | understand the mrenof
what the Buddha has said, there is no fixed tegcballed
unsurpassed complete enlightenment. And theress ab
fixed teaching that the Tathagata can convey. Whge
Dharma explained by the Tathagata cannot be grasped
explained. They are neither Dharmas nor non-Dharkias

is this so? It is because all the saints and sages
distinguished by the Unconditioned Dharma.”
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8. Real Merit Has No Merit

“Subhuti, what do you think? If a person were th &
trichiliocosm with the seven jewels and give thewag in
charity, wouldn’t the merit attained by this perdmngreat?”
Subhuti said, “Extremely great, World Honored Owéhy?
The nature of merit is empty; therefore the Tatkagays
that this merit is great.” The Buddha said: “Butifperson
comprehends and follows even a four-line versdisfgutra,
and teaches it to others, this person’s merit waxdeed
that of the former example. Why? Subhuti, all buekiand



all of their teachings on unsurpassed completgletdnment
originate from this sutra. Subhuti, that whichcaled the
Buddha Dharma is not the Buddha Dharma; therefore i
called the Buddha Dharma.”
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9. The Four Stages of an Arhat

“Subhuti, what do you think? Doesseota-apanna have the
thought: ‘I have attained the realization of theotar
apanna’?” Subhuti said, “No, World Honored One. Wiy?
Because ‘srota-apanna’ means ‘stream-enterer,’tlaere is
in fact nothing to enter; one who does not enté&r form,
sound, smell, taste, touch, or dharmas is callesrcta-
apanna.”

“Subhuti, what do you think? Does a sakridagamivehthe
thought, ‘I have attained the realization of the
sakridagamin’?” Subhuti said: “No, World Honored €n
Why not? Although ‘sakridagamin’ means to go andheo
one more time, there is, in reality, no going awmdcoming.
Therefore he is called a sakridagamin.”

“Subhuti, what do you think? Does an anagarave the
thought, ‘I have attained the realization of thagamin'?”
Subhuti said, “No, World Honored One. Why not?



‘Anagamin’ means non-returning [to the human warlaijt
there is, in fact, no such thing as non-returnifigerefore he
is called an anagamin.”

“Subhuti, what do you think? Does an arhat havehbeght,
‘I have attained the realization of the arhat'?’bButi said,
“No, World Honored One. Why not? There is, in rgalno
such a thing called ‘arhat.” World Honored Oneaiif arhat
should give rise to the thought, ‘1 have attaindee t
realization of the arhat’, this means that he tachied to the
notions of a self, a person, a sentient being,lide gpan.

“World Honored One, you have said that of all peophm
the foremost in attaining the samadhi of non-camben and
the foremost arhat in being free from desires. Bdb not
have the thought that | am an arhat who is fremfdesires.
World Honored One, if | were to give rise to theught that

| have attained arhatship, then you would not reaid that
Subhuti practices aranya—abiding peacefully in non-
contention. In reality, Subhuti abides in nothing all,
therefore Subhuti is called one who abides pedgdafuhon-
contention.”
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10. Transformation to a Buddha World

The Buddha said to Subhuti, “What do you think? Whee
Tathagata studied under Dipankara Buddha, did beive
any Dharma?” “No, World Honored One, when the
Tathagata studied under Dipankara Buddha, he did no
receive any Dharma.” “Subhuti, what do you think@ebB a
bodhisattva transform a world into a Buddha worldN0,

he does not, World Honored One. Why not? One who
transforms the world does not transform the watdf is to
transform the world.”

“And so, Subhuti, bodhisattvas and mahasattvaslghpue
rise to a pure mind that is not attached to formunsl, smell,
taste, touch, or dharmas. The mind should act witlamy
attachments. Subhuti, if there were a person wiblody the
size of Mt. Sumeru, what do you think? Wouldn'tstiiody
be huge?” “Extremely huge, World Honored One. Wihie
Buddha teaches us that a body is not a body, hense
called a huge body.”
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11. Merits of this Sutra

“Subhuti, what do you think? If there were as m&wsnges
Rivers as the grains of sand in the Ganges, woulihe
amount of sand contained in all those Ganges Ribers
great?” Subhuti said, “Extremely great, World HewOne.
If even the number of the Ganges Rivers is innubiera
how much more so their grains of sand?” “Subhubiv
tell you truthfully: If a good man or good womatied as
many trichiliocosms as the grains of sand in alsthGanges
Rivers with the seven jewels, and gave them awaparity,
wouldn’t this merit be great?” “Extremely great,owd
Honored One.” The Buddha said to Subhuti: “If adjoean
or good woman is able to comprehend and followua-fime
verse of this sutra and teach it to others, thearitwill be
far greater.”
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12. The Most Extraordinary Merit

“Furthermore, Subhuti, wherever one teaches otegso
much as a four-line verse of this sutra, that pstoeuld be
venerated as a Buddha-shrine by heavenly beingsamu
beings, and asuras in this world. How much moréssbe
case where one can completely remember, comprehedd,
follow this sutra! Subhuti, you should know thatckua
person has achieved the highest, rarest of accsinmpéints.
Wherever this sutra is present, it is as if the dwdand the
Buddha’s revered disciples were also present.”
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13. Naming of the Sutra

Then Subhuti addressed the Buddha, “World Honored, O
what should we call this sutra, and how should wkold
it?” The Buddha said to Subhuti: “This sutra isledlthe
Diamond of Perfect Wisdom. You should revere tliie t
and practice the sutra accordingly. Why? Subhuig t
Buddha teaches that ‘prajna paramita’ (perfectiowiedom)
is not prajna paramita. Therefore it is called pagparamita.
Subhuti, what do you think? Does the Tathagata leawe
Dharma to teach?” Subhuti said to the Buddha, “@orl
Honored One, the Tathagata has nothing to tea@ubHhuti,
what do you think? Are all the tiny particles can& in this
trichiliocosm great in number?” Subhuti said, “Extrely
great, World Honored One.” “Subhuti, the Tathagatches
that tiny particles are not tiny particles. Therefdéhey are



called tiny particles. The Tathagata teaches thatds are
not worlds. Therefore they are called worlds.

“Subhuti, what do you think? Can the Tathagata be
recognized by means of his thirty-two physicalibittres?”
“No, he cannot, World Honored One. One cannot remay
the Tathagata by means of his thirty-two physic¢allates.
Why not? Because the Tathagata teaches that ti-tio
physical attributes are in fact not real attribut€serefore
they are called the thirty-two physical attributé'Subhuti,

if a good man or good woman were to dedicate fifet as
numerous as the grains of sand in the Ganges Rover
charitable acts, and another comprehended andwkedlo
even a four-line verse of this sutra and taugtd dthers, the
merits gained by the latter would far exceed thathe
former.”
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14. A Mind Without Attachments

Upon hearing this sermon, Subhuti was moved tostear
having deeply understood its meaning and signitiearHe
said to the Buddha: “How remarkable, World Hono@Gatk!
You have taught us such a profound sutra. Evengtindu
have long attained the Wisdom Eye, | have neverchgach

a teaching before. World Honored One, if someon® wh
hears this sutra gives rise to pure faith, and garseives the
true nature of reality, we should know that thigspa has
achieved the most extraordinary virtue. World HaubOne,
the true nature of reality is empty. This is whe Tathagata
calls the true nature of reality.

“World Honored One, having just heard this sutrdave no
difficulty in believing, comprehending, and follavg it. But in
the ages to come, in the last five hundred yeathere are
sentient beings who hear this sutra, believe, cehgid, and
follow it, they will be most remarkable beings. Whyhese
beings do not abide in the notions of a self, asqer a
sentient being, or a life span. Why? Because aiseibt a
self. The appearances of a person, a sentient,mdga life
span are likewise illusory. Why? Those who relistuall
appearances and notions are called buddhas.”

The Buddha said to Subhuti: “So it is, so it is.uyshould
know that if someone who hears the teaching ofdhisa is
neither shocked, frightened, nor disturbed, thiss@e is
extremely rare. And why? Subhuti, the Tathagata shgt
the foremost paramita is not the foremost paramita.
Therefore it is called the foremost paramita. Sabhbhe
Tathagata teaches that tolerance paramita is netatwe
paramita. Therefore it is called tolerance paramitéy?
Subhuti, in a former lifetime my body was mutilateglKing
Kalinga. At that time, | had no notions of a salfperson, a



sentient being, or a life span. Why not? If | haddhto the
notions of a self, a person, a sentient being, bfeaspan,
when my body was dismembered limb after limb, | {gou
have given rise to feelings of resentment and Hatre

“Subhuti, | also recall that for five hundred lifees | was a
rishi of tolerance. At that time, | was also freenh the
notions of a self, a person, a sentient being, bfeaspan.
Therefore, Subhuti, bodhisattvas should relinquiah
appearances and notions in their resolve to attain
unsurpassed complete enlightenment. They shouldjinet
rise to any thought attached to form, sound, sniafie,
touch, or dharma. They should give rise to a mintthaut
any attachments. Any attachment of the mind isnérra
Therefore the Buddha says that a bodhisattva shpralttice
charity with a mind unattached to form. Subhutibenefit
all sentient beings, a bodhisattva should praatizarity in
this way. The Tathagata teaches that all appeasaand
notions are not appearances and notions, and ltisrgient
beings are not sentient beings.

“Subhuti, what the Tathagata speaks is true, ezal,as it is.
His words are neither deceptive nor contradict@ybhuti,
the Truth that the Tathagata has attained is nerded nor
unreal. Subhuti, if a bodhisattva practices chantith
attachments, he is like a person in the dark whmaiasee
anything. If a bodhisattva practices charity withany
attachments, he is like a person under the brightsith
eyes open, seeing all things clearly. Subhutinififuture
time there are good men and women who are ableciter
remember, comprehend, and follow this sutra, thbadgata,
with his Buddha-wisdom, will clearly perceive amtognize
each one of them as they all achieve immeasurante a
infinite virtues.”
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15. The Sutra Is a Supreme Vehicle

“Subhuti, if a good man or good woman should remeun
their life for charity in the morning as many timas there
are grains of sand in the Ganges, and do likewise@n and
in the evening, continuing thus for immeasurabledrads
of thousands of millions of kalpas; and if someetse heard
this teaching and gave rise to unwavering faith, rtrerit of
the latter would far exceed that of the former. Howch
more the merit of those who transcribe, recite, ewainer,
follow, and explain this sutra to others!

“In summary, Subhuti, this sutra carries inconckiga
immeasurable, limitless virtue, and the Tathage#zhes it
for the benefit of the aspirants of the great viehiand the
aspirants of the supreme vehicle. The Tathagatakwdw
and see those, who are able to recite, remembewfand
widely teach this sutra to others, as achievingimerable,
immeasurable, limitless, and inconceivable virtugébey
carry on the work of the Tathagata in bringing beirto
unsurpassed complete enlightenment. Why? Subtnaset
who are content with inferior teachings are attdctee the
views of a self, a person, a sentient being, atite apan.
Such people are not able to hear, recite, remendet,
explain this sutra to others. Subhuti, whereves Hutra is
present, all the heavenly and human beings andsasuall the
worlds should come and make offerings. You shounfahkthat
its presence is equivalent to a pagoda that allldheenerate



and pay homage to, by circumambulating or scagdtowers
and incense around its grounds.”
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16. Purgation of Bad Karma

“Furthermore, Subhuti, if there are good men or womho
recite, remember, comprehend, and follow this suita are
belittled by others, it is because of their pregi@vil karma,
which would cause them to be reborn in the wretched
destinies. But now, by enduring the disparageméntieers,
this previous bad karma is eradicated, and theyl wil
eventually attain unsurpassed complete enlightehmen
Subhuti, | remember that countless kalpas ago,réedtwe
time of Dipankara Buddha, | have encountered 84,000
billion nayutas of buddhas, made offerings to, aed/ed all
of them without fail. However, if someone in the dima-



ending age can recite, remember, comprehend, #au fihis
sutra, this person’s virtue will be one hundredesmneven a
hundred trillion times greater than mine when | mad
offerings to all these buddhas. In fact, no suchmmgarison
either by calculation or analogy is possible. Subliu fully
revealed the virtue attained by good men and gomden in
the Dharma-ending age who recite, remember, corepteh
and follow this sutra, some people, upon hearingvduld
become suspicious, skeptical, even bewildered. &ybjou
should know that the underlying meaning of thisraus
inconceivable, and its rewards are also inconcéavab
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17. All Dharmas Are Non-Dharmas

Then Subhuti addressed the Buddha, “World Honored, O
if good men and good women resolve to attain urassgd
complete enlightenment, how should they abide theird,
and how should they subdue their thoughts?” ThedBad
said to Subhuti: “Good men and good women who vestd
attain unsurpassed complete enlightenment shourd tike



this: ‘I will liberate all sentient beings by brimg them to
nirvana.” Yet when all sentient beings have beberated,
not a single sentient being has actually attainecma. Why
not? Subhuti, if bodhisattvas abide in the notioha self, a
person, a sentient being, or a life span, theyairéodhisattvas.
Why? Subhuti, there is actually no resolve for aft@inment of
unsurpassed complete enlightenment.

“Subhuti, what do you think? When the Tathagata met
Dipankara Buddha, did he obtain anything in orderealize
unsurpassed complete enlightenment?” “No, World dled
One. As | understand the meaning of your teachivtign
you met Dipankara Buddha, there was nothing toiolta

the realization of unsurpassed complete enlightenrnéhe
Buddha said, “So it is, Subhuti, so it is. Thereirideed
nothing that can produce the unsurpassed complete
enlightenment of the Tathagata. Subhuti, if thererew
something that could produce the unsurpassed ctenple
enlightenment of the Tathagata, Dipankara Buddhaldvo
not have foretold, ‘You will attain Buddhahood hetfuture,
with the name Shakyamuni.’ It is precisely becailsze is
actually nothing to be obtained in unsurpassed ¢et@p
enlightenment that Dipankara Buddha foretold, ‘Yl
attain Buddhahood in the future, with the name $aatuni.’

Why? This is because ‘tathagata’ means ‘all phemame
(dharmas) as they really are.” If someone says that
Tathagata attained unsurpassed complete enlightenme
Subhuti, there is in fact, nothing to attain in tBaddha's
unsurpassed complete enlightenment. Subhuti, therpassed
complete enlightenment attained by the Tathagateeither
real nor unreal. Therefore the Tathagata teachat dh
dharmas are the Buddha Dharma. Subhuti, the seecalll
dharmas’ are not dharmas at all. Therefore theycaled
‘all dharmas.’



“Subhuti, take the example of a person with an imsee
perfect body.” Subhuti said, “World Honored Oneg th
person with the immense, perfect body has no sucly;b
therefore it is called an immense, perfect bod$ubhuti, so
it is with a bodhisattva. If someone says, ‘I wilting
countless sentient beings to nirvana,” then he ot @
bodhisattva. Why? Subhuti, there is actually nohstigng
called a bodhisattva. Therefore the Buddha says dhHa
phenomena are free from the ideas of a self, aopers
sentient being, or a life span. Subhuti, if a bedtiva says ‘I
will transform the world into a Buddha world,’ thée is not
a bodhisattva. Why? The Tathagata teaches thatwire
transforms the world is not the one who transfotinesworld.
That is to transform the world. Subhuti, if a bcdttva
realizes the Dharma of non-self, the Tathagata gagss a
real bodhisattva.”
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18. All Thoughts Are Intangible

“Subhuti, what do you think? Does the Tathagateehthe
physical eye?” “Yes, World Honored One. The Tathadsas
the physical eye.” “Subhuti, what do you think? Bathe
Tathagata have the divine eye?” “Yes, World Hono@Gate,
the Tathagata has the divine eye.” “Subhuti, wiayau think?
Does the Tathagata have the wisdom eye?” “Yes, &Vorl
Honored One, the Tathagata has the wisdom eye.bHu
what do you think? Does the Tathagata have therbhaye?”
“Yes, World Honored One. The Tathagata has the mhar
eye.” “Subhuti, what do you think? Does the Tathadaave
the Buddha eye?” “Yes, World Honored One. The Tgedke
has the Buddha eye.” “Subhuti, what do you thinice®the



Buddha consider all the sand in the Ganges Rivesaas?”
“Yes, World Honored One, the Tathagata calls itnt&

“Subhuti, what do you think? If there were as ma&gnges
Rivers as there are grains of sand in the Gangesr,Rand
there were a Buddha world for each grain of sandllathose
rivers, would the number of those Buddha worldsgbeat?”
“Great indeed, World Honored One.”

The Buddha said to Subhuti: “The Tathagata is falyare of
the thoughts of each sentient being dwelling irtredse Buddha
worlds. How is it so? The Tathagata says all thksaghts are
not thoughts. Therefore they are called thoughtsy V8ubhuti?
Because past thoughts are intangible, present hiwugre
intangible, and future thoughts are intangible.”
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19. No Merit Is Great Merit

“Subhuti, what do you think? If a person were tbdil the
worlds of the trichiliocosm with the seven jewelsdagive
them all away in charity, wouldn’t this person’s nihébe
great?” “Yes, World Honored One, this person’s midm
such an act would be extremely great.” “Subhutihi$ merit
were real, the Tathagata would not say that thergreat
merit. It is because this merit is non-existentt thiae
Tathagata says that the merit is great.”
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20. Transcending Physical Attributes

“Subhuti, what do you think? Can the Buddha be gaced
by means of his perfect physical body?” “No, World
Honored One. The Tathagata cannot be recognizedeays
of his perfect physical body. Why? The Tathagatxhes
that a perfect physical body is not a perfect ptaisbody,
hence it is called a perfect physical body.” “Sutbhwhat
do you think? Can the Tathagata be recognized anmef
his perfect attributes?” “No, World Honored One.eTh
Tathagata cannot be recognized by means of hiegerf
attributes. Why? The Tathagata teaches that ‘geatetbutes’
are actually not perfect attributes. Therefore they called
perfect attributes.”
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21. There Is No Dharma to Teach

“Subhuti, do not think that the Tathagata holds tmought
‘I have something to teach.” Do not even think sadfing.
Why not? Whoever says that the Tathagata has ani2her
teach slanders the Buddha, because he does natstamike
my teaching. Subhuti, in teaching the Dharma thereo
Dharma to teach. This is called teaching the Dhdrifiaen
the wise Venerable Subhuti said to the Buddha: ‘fd/or
Honored One, will there be sentient beings in thture
[during the Dharma ending age] who will generatthfapon
hearing these teachings?” The Buddha said, “Subthey
are neither sentient beings nor non-sentient beidgsy?
Subhuti, the Tathagata teaches that sentient heivigs go
through many births, are not sentient beings. Thezethey
are called sentient beings.”
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22. No Attainment Is Supreme Enlightenment

Subhuti said to the Buddha: “World Honored One, ntiee
Buddha attained unsurpassed complete enlightenmes,
nothing actually attained?” “So it is, Subhuti, isds. As to
unsurpassed complete enlightenment, | have nanettahe
slightest thing. This is why it is called unsurpabssomplete
enlightenment.”
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23. All Dharmas Are Equal

“Furthermore, Subhuti, all dharmas are equal, nime
superior or inferior. This is called unsurpassednpiete

enlightenment. When one cultivates all good withthe

notions of a self, a person, a sentient being, ldespan, one
attains unsurpassed complete enlightenment. Sybthéi
Tathagata teaches that good is not good, therefois

good.”
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24. The Merits of Transmitting the Sutra

“Subhuti, if a person were to accumulate the sgearels
into mounds equivalent to all Mt. Sumerus in theld®of a
trichiliocosm and give them away in charity, ancter
person recited, remembered, followed, and taugbforajna
paramita sutra or even a four-line verse of thisasio others,
the merit of the former would not be a hundredthewen a
billionth, of that of the latter. In fact, the miedf the latter
would be so great that no comparison, by calculatio by
analogy, could possibly be made.”
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25. There Are No Beings to Liberate

“Subhuti, what do you think? You should not cldimat the
Tathagata has the thought, ‘I will liberate serttibaings.’
Subhuti, do not have such a thought. Why? Therenafact
no sentient beings for the Tathagata to liberdtthere were
sentient beings liberated by the Tathagata, it daukan
that the Tathagata holds the notions of a selfesgn, a
sentient being, or a life span. Subhuti, when théhdgata
says ‘I', there is actually no ‘I'. Yet ordinary ings think
there is a real ‘I'. Subhuti, the Tathagata says tirdinary
beings are in fact not ordinary beings. Therefdreytare
called ordinary beings.”
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26. Seek the Buddha Not in Form or Sound

“Subhuti, what do you think? Can one discern ththdgata
by means of the thirty-two physical attributes?bButi said,
“Yes, yes. One can discern the Tathagata by mehitiseo
thirty-two physical attributes.” The Buddha sai&ubhuti, if
one discerns the Tathagata by means of the thudy-t
physical attributes, then a wheel-turning sage kuogld be
a tathagata.” Subhuti said to the Buddha, “Worlchéted
One, as | understand the meaning of what you haide ane
should not try to discern the Tathagata by meanshef
thirty-two physical attributes.” Then the World Hmed One
spoke this verse:

Those who see me in form,

Or seek me through sound,
Are on a mistaken path;

They do not see the Tathagata.
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27. Avoid Annihilistic Views

“Subhuti, if you think that the Tathagata attaimsurpassed
complete enlightenment without the perfection of al
attributes, then, Subhuti, you should not thinks tiway,
because the Tathagata does not attain unsurpassgilete
enlightenment without the perfection of all attiést
Subhuti, if you resolve to attain unsurpassed cetepl
enlightenment with such a thought, you would besdiss)

the extinction of dharmas. You should not thinkstinay.
Why? One who resolves to attain unsurpassed coenplet
enlightenment does not assert the extinction ofrdha.”
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28. Bodhisattvas Do Not Accumulate Merits

“Subhuti, if a bodhisattva were to give away enowoglhe
seven jewels to fill as many world systems as tteeng of
sand in the Ganges River, and another bodhisattamed
the forbearance of the selfless nature of all pheara, the
virtue of this bodhisattva would exceed that of themer.
Why? Subhuti, this is because bodhisattvas do not
accumulate merits.” Subhuti said to the Buddha: fM/o
Honored One, how is it that bodhisattvas do notuaundate
merits?” “Subhuti, bodhisattvas do not cling to tmerits
they generate. Therefore | say that they do notractate
merits.”
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29. The Thus-Come One Neither Comes Nor Goes

“Subhuti, whoever says that the Tathagata (‘Thuse®ne’)

comes, goes, sits, or lies down does not understaed
meaning of my teaching. Why? The Thus-come Onéeeit
comes nor goes. Therefore he is called ‘Thus-coms.0O
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30. The Nature of the World

“Subhuti, what do you think? If a good man or gaasiman
were to take all the worlds of a trichiliocosm amdsh them
into tiny particles, wouldn’t these particles bermarous?”
“Extremely numerous, World Honored One. Why? Ifsine
tiny particles had real existence, the Buddha wadt call
them tiny particles. What does this mean? WhaBihédha
calls ‘tiny particles’ are not tiny particles. Tleéore they are
called tiny particles. World Honored One, that whithe
Tathagata calls ‘all the worlds of a trichiliocosare actually
not worlds. Therefore they are called worlds. WAy?the
extent that these worlds really exist, they do s aa
composite. The Tathagata teaches that ‘composreshot



composites. Therefore they are called composit&Subhuti,
a composite is actually ineffable, but ordinaryngsi form
attachments to such phenomena.”
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31. Extinction of the Four Views

“Subhuti, if someone claims that | teach views dfedf, a
person, a sentient being, or a life span, what dvgou say?
Has this person understood the meaning of my teg@hi
“World Honored One, this person has not understtie
meaning of the Tathagata’s teaching. Why? The World
Honored One explains that views of a self, a person
sentient being, or a life span are actually notvgi®f a self,

a person, a sentient being, or a life span. Thezdftey are
called views of a self, a person, a sentient beanga life
span.” “Subhuti, one who resolves to attain unssspd
complete enlightenment should know, perceive, beliand
understand all dharmas like this, just as they waghout
attachment to the attributes of any dharma. Suphhbé
Tathagata has explained that dharma attributes nate
dharma attributes, therefore they are called dharma
attributes.”
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32. All Phenomena Are lllusions

“Subhuti, if a person were to amass enough of theers
jewels to fill countless worlds and give them awagharity,
and if a good man or good woman with the bodhigattv
resolve takes as few as a four-line verse of thias recites,
remembers, follows, and expounds it to others, |atier's
merit would far exceed that of the former. How ddoone
teach it to others? Without attachment, abidingtifiness
and suchness. Why?

All conditioned phenomena

Are like a dream, an illusion, a bubble, a shadow,
Like dew or a flash of lightning;

Thus we shall perceive them.”

With this the Buddha concluded the sutra. The eRiéshuti,
other bhiksus, bhiksunis, upasakas, upasikas, higaand
human beings, asuras, and other beings of the wualdng
heard the Buddha, were all filed with immense jtlyey
accepted and followed the teaching faithfully.

The Diamond of Perfect Wisdom Sutra
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Three Refuges

| take refuge in the Buddha,
May all sentient beings,
Understand the Great Way profoundly,
And bring forth the bodhi mind.

| take refuge in the Dharma,
May all sentient beings,
Deeply enter the sutra treasury,
And have wisdom vast as the sea.

| take refuge in the Sangha,
May all sentient beings,
Form together a great assembly,
One and all in harmony.

Four Great Vows

Countless are sentient beings, | vow to liberate;
Endless are afflictions, | vow to eradicate;
Measureless are the Dharmas, | vow to master;
Supreme is the Buddha Way, | vow to attain.

Dedication of Merits

What a wonderful blessing to recite this sutra.
Let us dedicate the superb and limitless merits
To all floundering and struggling sentient beings;
May they soon reach the Buddha Land of Infinitehtig
Buddhas of the past, present, and future in alivbeds,
All bodhisattvas and mahasattvas,
Maha-prajna-paramita!
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